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Jewish Agency 


37. Mr. Stokes asked the Secretary ot 
State for the Colonies whether, in view of 
the declared intentions of the Jews -to use 
force in imposing illegal immigration into 
Palestine, he will now take steps to close 
down the Jewish Agency. 


Mr, Creech Jones: My hon. Friend is 
no doubt referring to a resolution passed 
by the Elected Assembly of the Jewish 
Community in Palestine on 22nd May, 
declaring that the Jewish Community is 
prepared to use force for the protection 
of immigration, land settlement, and its 
own security. I regret the terms of this 
resolution, particularly in present circum- 
stances. I do not consider that the occa- 
sion calls for such action as my hon. 
Friend suggests against the Jewish 
Agency. 


Mr, Stokes: Does not my right hon. 
Friend recollect that many of the respon- 
sible members of the Jewish Agency were 
directly involved in the St. David's 
incident, as illustrated in the White 


sea 
; 
& 


JUN 1947 | 


& 


ScNT TO DEP). 


HEN 
Y oe » } 


Paper; and how does he tie that up with 
the present threat to the Arabs which he 
gave in this House last week not to give 
any incitement to violence or strong 
measures would be taken? Why not take 


equally strong measures against the Jews? 


Mr. Creech Jones: I think it must be 
obvious to everyone that law and order 
| must be preserved in Palestine and terror- 
ism must be repressed, but in view of the 
special commitments of the Jewish Agency 
under the Mandate there is no action at 
present which can in any way be taken for 
suppressing the Agency. 


Mr. Stokes: I know, but does my right 
hon. Friend realise that the Arabs do 
not recognise the Mandate for a moment? 


Mr. Blackburn: While I accept the 
Minister’s answer, will he indicate that if 
any individuals in this country advocate 
violence in Palestine, as has been recently 
done in America, they will be prosecuted 
with the full rigour of the law? 


| Mr. Creech Jones: That is net a matter 
for me but for the Home Office. 
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This Annual Gouncil of the Women's International League 

welcomes the decision of His Majesty nnent to refer 

the setticment of the Palestine gus stion to the United 

Nations, end trusts that every effort will be made to have it 

considered eeriier than September « 
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WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 


British Section of the Women’s international League for Peace and Freedom 


INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT : 
Miss Emily Greene Balch VICE-PRESIDENTS : 


, Miss Vera Brittain Mrs. K. E. Innes 
rh 9 SEP | yd Mrs. de Bunsen Lady Pethick Lawrence 


PRESIDENT : 
* Mrs. Duncan Harris 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE : The Hon. Mrs. Franklin Miss Edith Pye 


Lady Unwin 


Chairman: Mrs. Mignon Castle 
Vice-Chairmen : Cre 
Mrs. Ballinger Miss Agatha Harrison Mrs. McGregor Wood ap KAowe £00; ol i} 
teed ers rigaeia ae Kemp 
rs. Bedfor alcomson : i . HAYWARD 
Me Bria MiG recor Ros , Organising Secretary Miss E. HAYWA 
Me lcs a ra ay a artim 
iss Maud Dickinson ary Phillips 
Miss Edith Hayler Mrs. de Swiet 104 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, 
Mrs. Ineson Miss Myrtle Wright K 
HON. TREASURER : Mrs. Stapledon (\ LONDON, W.C.1 
HON. ORGANISERS : Mrs. Grindley and Miss Alice Hyde ™ { 
HON. PRESS SECRETARY : Miss Amy Haughton S uch deettaen Telephone: CHAncery 7233 
ee : fe 
5357 ip yy 
PaEEETrett DF wert tet Pee PY atte pe 
24 SEP 1047 


The Rt. Hon. Ernest Bevin, M.P., 
Foreign Office, 
Downing Street, S.Wel. 


18th September 194’. 


Sir, 
We enclose for your information a copy of 
a letter we have to-day addressed to the Prime Minister. 


Yours faithfully, 


Organising Secretary. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE : 


WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 


British Section of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom 


INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT : 


Miss Emily Greene Balch VICE-PRESIDENTS : 


PRESIDENT : 
Mrs. K. E. Innes 


Mrs. Duncan Harris Miss Vera Brittain 


Chairman: Mrs. Mignon Castle Lady Unwin 


Mrs. Ballinger Miss 


Miss Mosa Anderson Mrs. C. M. Kemp 


Mrs. Bedford 
Mrs. Brayshaw 


Miss Hilda Burton 
Miss Maud Dickinson 
Miss Edith Hayler Mrs. de Swiet 


Mrs. Ineson 


HON. TREASURER : 
HON. ORGANISERS : Mrs. Grindley and Miss Alice Hyde 


Vice-Chairmen : 
Agatha Harrison Mrs. McGregor Wood 


Mrs. Malcomson 
Mrs. McGregor Ross 
Mrs. Mary Nuttall 
Mrs. Mary Phillips 


104 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, 
Miss Myrtle Wright 
Mrs. Stapledon 


Telephone: CHAncery 7233 


HON. PRESS SECRETARY : Miss Amy Haughton 


Copy for information. 


The Right Hon. C. R. Attlee, M.P., 
House of Gommons 
London, S. ve. Ll. 


oir, 


The Woments International League for Peace and 
Freedom (British Section) views with deep concern and 


strong disapproval the action of His Majesty's Gove rnment 


in choosing Germany, the land of greatest tragedy for the 
Jews, as the destination of the three emigrant ships 
carrying refugee Jews from France. 


. We feel that this will be the cause of unnecessary 
suffering for them, and of bitterness and hatred against 


our own nation. 


We urge His Majesty's Covernment to give the 
strongest possible support to the recommendation included 
in the report of the United Nations Palestine Inquiry 
Committee, to be oresented to the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, that the alleviation of the plight of 
250,000 Jewish refugees now gathered in European assembly 
centres is of extreme urgency and shall be undertaken by 


jmiediate international action. 
I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
(signed) E.F.Ineson, 


Hon. Secretary. 
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Organising Secretary : Miss E. HAYWARD 


18th September 1947. 
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Mrs. de Bunsen Lady Pethick Lawrence 
The Hon. Mrs. Franklin Miss Edith Pye, 


LONDON, W.C.1 
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% 67. Mr. Stokes,—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Whetner he ¥ rr 
OE, : *K 67 ine comrlete letter from Lord. Balfour to Mr. Rothschild embodying the Balfour 


Declaration. [Wednesday 18th June] 
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PALESTINE King Hussein in order that the public 

, ‘may have an opportunity of understanding 
Balfour Declaration - the unwisdom of the Government of the 

(Letter) ‘time in giving two contradictory state- 
10. Mr. Stokes asked the Secretary of ments? 

State for Foreign Affairs whether he vl | 

publish the complete letter from Lore 

Balfour to Mr. Rothschild embodying thé 

- Balfour Declaration. 


Mr. MeNeil: It is not the usual custom 
of this House to print docitments which 
are easily available, and interésted people, 

7 : “I am certain, can find the letter in a num- 

Mr. MeNeil: The letter to which my hon, ‘ber of publications. <The one in which 

Friend refers received wide publicity I saw it was the ‘‘ Encyclopedia 
Shortly after i: was issued and is given in —_ Britannica.’’ 

full in a number of standard works of; Mr. Janner: Will my right hon. Friend 

: reference on the Palestine question. | - coufirm that when ae letter a doer 

| _Mr. Stokes: Can my right hon. Friend! — it stated clearly that it was a declaration 

| give the date of the letter? Is he fe _of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspira- 

| that his reply will cause a great deal of _ tions, submitted to and approved by the | 

Fsemprdent among those people who be- Cabinet, and will he be good enough to | 

| lieve that the whole of this thing was bogus tell us, so that there may be no doubt in 

| and formed part of a much more compre- _ future, what were these documents and 

‘hensive letter from Mr. Balfour? submissions? 


Earl Winterton: If the right hon Mr. MeNeil: While 1 cannot be drawn 
Gentleman is thinking of republishing the into a controversy by way of saying 
letter, will he also publish the corres *“ Yes’? or ‘‘ No,’’ the letter went on to 
‘spondence, _some of it confidential] discuss certain other interests which must 
between various high officials and the late be safeguarded. — 
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DRAFT REPLY 


The letter to which my Honourable Friend 
refers received wide publicity shortly after it 
was jeawed and is piven in full .in a number of 
standard works of reference on the Palestine 
question. |The text is for example to be found 
on pages 16 and 17 of the Report of the Royal 
Sommission on Palestine of July, 1937, and in 


the Encyclopaedia Britannica under "Zionism". 
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DRAFT REPLY 
to 

P.Q. Now 576 

June 18th. 

Mr. Stokes. 
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The letter to which my honourable 

Friend refers received \tesg wide 
Sirovly af ter ‘ik wu sued 
publicity — and 
is given in full in a number of standard 
worlts of reference on the Palestine 
fer Cxemple 

question. The text si tata be found on 
pages 16 and 17 of the Report of the Royal 
Commission on Palestine of Juby 1957, and 
is—+o-be~feund in the Encyclopaedia 


Britannica under "Zionism". 
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In April 1947 the Bureau of Censorship of the 
Office of the High Commissioner in Palestine prohibited 
the demonstration in Palestine of a Soviet documentary 
film "The Peoples’ Triel" (Nuremberg trials). This | 
film was sold by Soviet organisations to a Palestine 
privincial firm "Jairfilm" for presentation in Palestine 
end Transjordan. 

I am instructed to ask you to enquire into the 
reasons which caused the forbiddance of the show of 
this film in Palestine. 


I will be grateful for your reply on this matter. 
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hae Se a 


No ZAROUA TH 


Sir Orme Garton Sargent, K.C.M.G., C.B., K.C.B., 
Foreign Office, S.w.I. 
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EB 5400/46/31 


I enclose a copy of a letter We have 
received fron the 


jiubjeet of a 
in Palestine, 


Soviet Ambassador on the 
film Gileged to have been banned 


I should be grateful if you would 
obtain the information necessary for ansvwring 
this letter from the Palestine Governnent, 
asking then for an early reply. 


(Signed) C.W. Baxter 


rT. Smith, EBQe, : 
COLONTAL OF FICH. 
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De nates 2 Noe. 


The goviet Ambassador in | London 
has recently asked Sir Orme m Sargent 


of the Foreign Office what nae were the reasons 
which led the Palestine Government. te. p 
Po7 showing in Palestine of a Soviet 


Peoples' Trial", ‘he Soviet A aioe 


states that this film was sold by Soviet ofaatiaa- | 


tions to a Palestine provincial firm "“Jairfilm" 
for presentation in Palestine and TransJjordan. 


We should be grateful if you eould let 
Us have ,by. telegram, information aaa us | te 


reply to the pyiet Ambassador, 
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tag opinion of such mymbera as te the scape oF the raseiktion 

on the Palestine gasution, adopted on May 15th Lee by the 
/seneral : 
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RECEIVED IN C.B. 


2 S JUN 1947 


SENT TO DEP | 


| 


‘general assenbly.(Documente A/309, resolution 2); the 


Committes resolves that the Chairman communicate to the 
sscretary Gensrai of tha United Nations a copy of thia 
essolution aad of the letters received from the ralatives 
of the ceademued persons for transmission to the Mandatory 
power", oe 


= 


\. 
t- the reiat 


ha Comnittee approved the following reply 
tiges of the three men sentenced; = 

"on behalf of the S,ecial Committee on Palesting, — 
tT wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of i7th June 
1947 addressed to ma as Chairman, concerning the three 
young men who het been cowicted and sentenced to death 
by tee Nilitery Cuuet of csrpugelem on 15th June. 


On gpounds velating So the olrounstances of the case 
ani the paraonal cenditions of the condemmed, you ypequest 
the Committee to asa its good offices with the Governmens 
and Military euthoritiea $e orevent the execution of the 
youthe by peowuring a somunutation of the death gentence 
nuseset ucom then. - | 


your letter has vegn called to the attentlon of tie 
Committee which has conpidersd it with full appreciation 
ef your gaguigs. 


—s“sdT. ie gutherised by the Committee to teil you that 16 
ie beyond the seope of the Committee's inesruction and — 
fupctioa te intertera with the judicial acminletratz.on 4h 
Palestine; bat having regard in the oireumetanses to the 
teak of the Committee, the matter ie being brought to the 
attention of the proper authori tiaa’. ENGS » 


Ce cee adicd seme hmm ates iiiatdtiadiammaadaaiaiaaaiaas LIRA AO a AEE TEES OE POAT II TOILE OEP CELA AL fn PernatDy 
Goo.eea saint tos< . : 
| Vorpeign Offivgea i Mike Baxter. 
” : tv ~ We, Bogler. 
Wer CPfice (MoQ04) ~ Major Charter-s. 
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iE 3 { Amendre nt underlined) 
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De 235xd HUNG, 194, 
Rk. 25ra " 


oe INDEXED 
AJMMEDIATE y ‘ 
Nooll32 Top Secret and Personnel. 


Addressed S. oF. So 
Repeated Washington No 


UNSCOP (7h 


onday last by Military Court and the tax 

addressed to the parents in reply to the ! 
Committee to interveng in this question, fhe Chairman 

to S49 me on Frdday evening on this matier. i explained 

to him the constitutional position and told him thet % 

cases wore still in the hands of the G.9.C. who had net 

confirmed the sentences. i told. him, G58 6, ip iy poss t 

it would be acst improper £5 othe! Ge Ctecne sa th2 dae Cokes 

were still sub judics of Military Authcrities but, in the 

event of them comiag to my notice, I would of course take what 

he said into considerations f pointed out to bim thet Tf 

could aot accept that ths Norwegien Reenlution waa intended 

to. apply to those who broke the Law, he said that he nad no 

any desire to contend this. ~The Chairman said that what the; 

feared was that, if sentences were carried out, conditions 

would ba created which would hanGicap them in their task. 

TJ. pointed out to him that this would net naturaliy fellow, 

even if sentences were carried out, end that the Jews wera 

in the mass against terrorists, | but ds six nature always 

intervened to protect a Jew no matter what he had. don@, even. 

if the sentences wore carried out T would net expact serious 

repercuseions. © further pointed out to him that dissentient 
oups themselves “had flouted the Notwegian Resolution arid that p 


aaa 


since ite Seing adopted, thera had been Sh incidents POESuI Gang 


@Q 
o 
me] 
< 
| 
o> 
=x 
_ 
(=) 
| 
-~ 
= 
rm 
a] 
4 
@ 
[ ood 
we] 
r 
m 
oO 
c=) 
x 
o 
(=) 
be | 
| 
'@) 
m 
[ ood 
°o 
=z 
=z 


rf 


? 
. - 


in thousands of pounds. worth of damage, three lives los 
and fourtesn wounded. There 1s, hoeWSver. no doubt tat 
anti British element in thse Committee has been using ths — 
eoincidence cof these sentences with the Committed 'S 
' aprival to stir up trouble against the Mandatory- 
uofortunate that, Gue to legal @ifficulties, the Miiicar 
Courts wers unable to pronounce sentence before the Cenmit 
arrived. Woen it wae apparent that they could not do 30, 
I asked the G.0.Cc. to see that the sentences were not. 
announced on any day of the Committee's arrival, but 3 
not seem proper to delay their publication later than ie 
which was aftar the arrival cf all of Committee. Tine 
that they were holding meeting that day was quite fortul 
and not previously arranged. TI must protest with all 
the vigour at my commend against attsmpted interference. in 
case which is atill eaub judice under the lewa of this count 
I further protest against an action which cannet but give 
Gissentient groups a status towards which they have been — 
but which hes never been previously sccordea: oe 
| ‘groups are looked on as Gutcasts by their own 
 peopis and that they should be given any recognitioa 6y an 
international body must*not o9 only abhorrent te tage greater 
number of Jews in this country, but will also tend to drive 


still more misguided youths into their Panks « As the 


. 


oom TEE i 
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Resolution tas been sent to the Secratary Generel, 1 aesuns 
that further action in this matter will be taken in London. 


She G@.0.C, i8 still considering the eases which I haye not aé 
yet Been ns | | | 


Secretary of State 
Sir T. Licey 
ur, I. Thomas 
Martin 
Guten | 
Mr. Trefferd Inith 
Mr, Hathieson 
Mr. Hight © 
Be. Benngsts 
Mr. 
Mr. 


ATE 


pa 


r . 
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‘ eee 
és 
: a oa INWARD TELEGRAM 
_ 7 vee ee . nu 


sheer pone. Fe 


(“amendment widerlined) 
FROM PALESTINE (General Six 
TO 3S. OF S. , COLGHTES. 


Bo 24th June, 1947. 
Re 25th '* ft 


Top Secret. 


mews Ty ie 


ine Chief Secretary's letter of yesterday to 
UNSCOP steting that the death sentence: on three Jawish — 
terrorists wers still sub judies was zx: Srveprasented in the 


Si. Gate 


Jewish preas here and, { believe, tm a0 
as a “repuke"” to the Committee. 
between *lo0 


G.0,0. b mignt, i%t 3 
Verbers had not known’ the tzue po 
voted 


‘ 
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Maks ason 
Secretary of State igi 
Sir fT. Lloyd. - : a 
Mr. J. Thomas | : Hastwasd 
ir. Martin — Hm Blue 
Mr. Gutch | Miss Boye. 
Mir, Uratford Smith H™ Dale 
Foreign oftied im, OW, Baxter. 
. * . | ; i. Bacher. 
War Office (M.Oe to te Coe J.4,. AbKinsen. 
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FROM PALESTINE (General Sir A. Gunn ngnem) 
TO S._ OF S., COLONIES. 


D. 24th June, 1947. 


o 2oth 00.45 hres 


Secret. 


‘the Chief Secretary's letter of yesterday Ww. 
UNSCOP stating that the death sentences on three Jewish 
terroBists were still sub judice wag misrepresented in the 


Jewish press here and, I’ believe, in some american papers, 
as a ‘rebuket to the Committee. From a conversation 
between H.M.G, and the G.0.C, last night, i% Would appear 
that several Members had not known the true position and 
would not have voted for the resolution head they mown 

it. I should perhaps say, in case press distortions reach 
you, that persenal relations between the Committee and 


the Govermmeant remain quite cnormal. 


vwmrfor tty ye Ly ke le 
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Gecretary of State 
Sir T. Loyd 
Mr. I. Thomas 
Kr. Martin 
._ Kr, Gutch | 
Mr. Trafford Smith | 
Mr. Mathieson 
Mr. Higham 
Mr... Benne tt 
Mr. Eastwood 
Mro BLgé | 
Miss Boyd | 
Mr. Dale 
Foreign Office Kr. C.W. Baxter. 
+t wf Me. H, Beeley. 
Major Charteris, 


War Office (M.O. 46 
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FROM PALESTINE (General Sir A. Cunmingnem) 


TO S. FS... COLON. 


RD. 25th June, 1947. 


Re, 25th * L9GLS Hrs 


IMMEDIATE — | 
Oo p Secret. 


Wollowing for Martin from MacGillivray. 


-- You may like to kmow that the Chief Secretary's . 
letter of 23rd June te the Committee regarding the death 
sentences (see High Commiseioner’s telegram No.1195) does 
not appear to havs affected the cordial relations existing 
between Government Officers and members of the Committee. 
The Chairman, when. dining with the G.9.C, om Monday night 
stated that the Gommittee had net apprecieted that the 
case was still eub judica. 


2, Chairman snd Hoo spent last night in fel Aviv 
end there are indications that thsy made contact this 
morming with Irgun Zvai Leunmile 
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STSERURST OL | wes creemrnercne nannies mcrae eynren verse 
MS, 25 Mr, Mathisson 
Secretary of State Mp. .Hignem 
Sir & Lioyd Ms, Bonnett 
Me. I, Thomas Mr. Eastwoo 
My. Martin : Me, Bigg 
Mx Gutch | Mr, Dale 
Me Trefford Smt Miss boy 
Forei an Office Hr. C,W; Baxter, 
" | * | Mx. H, Beeley. 
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No. 1192, 


¥ tel 
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UNSCOP R 


of the resolution has 
the United Nati: 


ic 
reply 


_Yor 
ae 
ga: 


“Er 


ti tude 


e.(N 
atti 
on 


what 


y decided 


ned in my. 


c 
His 


he Forsign of 
considering 


Ll 


orei 
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provisions 


and have 
reft contai 


neanwhi le been 
Do : 


grem No. 168 


adopt 
nes of the d 


tele 
Govermment have 


they are to 
on the li 


bac 


Thia dreft has 


telegram. 


that when 


ate 
¥, 


pt: 


prepared on th 


confirmed b 


Commanding. 


General Officer 
en given 


the 


x 


confirmation has & 
be suitably anen 


bd 


y that time be 


ded, Please 


deal with 


reply. 


he 
Jes : 
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‘nO 


i odtion 
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te 


PO tad oe 
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ti 


ding: 
re Hi 


en 


el‘a com 


p befo 
ener 
ances I 


cer Conan 


With your diac 
tervene, 


in 


may argse in Which s 


he secretary 


in those circunst 


to ¢ 
eny 
not 


a 
do 


ty 
re 
ere 


Wish to interf 


in. 
or 


deciding whether. 


fhe situation 


upon to decide on the next sto 


delive 


called 
Government’s rep 


has been 


ste git 


at. 


i 


ak 


fp eketeked te cet one te ee 


Bo It ‘may help you to know that rule 812 of 
the rules of procedure of the Trusteeship Council 
precludes the admissability before the Council of 

ee petitions directed against judgments of competent 
ii ee ae ec) courte of the soniree verine authority. OWing to 
ee ee a ee the exceptional position. of Palestine and the special 
conditions of the appoin } he Conmittee it is 
not proposed to cite this rule in analogy in replying 
to the Secretary General. It does however provide: 
an argument which might be used if necessary at a 
later stage should controversy continues, 


I should welcome your early. commenta on the 
draft in wy immediately following telegrem. Please 


reply by Monday at latest as it ia desired: to refer | 
to reply to Secretary General in answering a Parliamentary 
Question on this subject on 2nd 


a 
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5. This telegram and my immediately : succeeding 


telegram are being repeated. to sir. Be Cado; 
York, 


M.S, 25 
Secretary of State 
Sir fT. Lioyd 
Te 
Martin 
Gutch 
Trafford Smith 
Mathie son 


Earl Iman oath ak Cra baer nae Pare SZ aa aa TAR ie bor al an ae ra RT Ve) OLED sete ame 
eee ge * 


ep nineteen 
fan re esslitt itdiinale , 3 : rf ‘ ener Sia ceaykae te " ; . weg NE ok he . 


RATAN . ie, 
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0 PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 


Sivas 
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4 
oat 


OTS. s 


No. 1585 fop secret. 


bins 


. ra 
Qe es 


UNSCOP resolution. Following is text of proposed reply. . 
Beginga. — . 


My immediately preceding telegran: regerding 


sie Majesty's Government have received an 
note of the resolution passed by the United Nationa. . 
Special Committee on Palestine on the 22nd Jume.in re 


to the three death sentences pronounced by the Military 


Cours in Jerusalem on 16th June. 


DEL mn RN aren EM At me EN TER 


Co” As the Committee have already been informed by the 
Palestine Authorities, the death sentences in question 
have not yet been confirmed by the General Officer 
Commanding under Regulations 47 end 46 of Palestine 
Defence (Emergency) Regulations 1945, and are, therefore, 

di If. the sentences are confirmed by the 
Generel Ofiice ) 4% will then be open to the _ 
High Commissioner for Palestine to exerciac, if he thinke 
fit, the Royal Prerogative of Pardon delegated to him br 
His Majesty. It is the invariable practice ef His 
Majesty'a Government not to interfere with the High 
Commissioner's discretion whether or not to exercise this 


SALE ACR AL ear ea 


A. 
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3S. j§ As regards the resolution on the Palestine | 
question adopted by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations on 1hth May, to Which the Coumlttes refers, His | 
Majesty's Governuent interpret thia resolution as applying 
to action calculated to disturb the peace in Palestine; © 
they cennot sdmit its relevance to the normal processes 
of the administration of justice there. 
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4. His Majesty’ 8 Government have informed the 
High Comoissioner for Palestine cf ths contents of the 
Secretary General's comamicsation of the 23rd djme to 
His Majesty's Government and of the terms of their 


Sir T Lioya | ae Bice « a 
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PROM PALESTINE (General Sir A. Cunningham) 


EEE ee 


T0 3, OF S., COLONIES. 


D. 29th June, 19h/. 
Ro. 29th "* " =-28.10 brs. 


Ho.12h6 Top Secret. 
My telegram No.12i96 


Following for Martin from MacGillivray» Begins: - 


Although tha movements of Sandstrom and Hoo cn the 
night of 24th June in Tel Aviv were sugysstively furtive, 
there is nothing to substantiate tne assumption that , 
conteet . wae mada with terrorist organisations. — Press 
report that there was such contact evoked fiat denial 
by the Comnittee’s Information Ofricer. 


Distributed to:- 


MS.25 | Mre Meathisson 

Secretary of State | My. Higham 

Sir T. Lloyd Me. Benne tt 

Mr. I. Themes Mr. Eastwood 

Mr. Martin — Hr. Bigg 

Mr. Gutch Miss Boya 

wr. Trafford Smith 

Foreign Office — @- Mr. C.W. Baxter. 
it _*® - Mr. H. Beelay. . 
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hn Clair WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION 


(From Permanent United Kingdom Representa tive 
to the United Nations 


WO, 1,085, D: 6,56 p.m, 25rd June, 1947, 


25rd Juns, 1947, R: 1.45 a.m, 2hth June, 1947. 


Repeated to; Washington, 
Jerusalen, 


secretary General has asked me to communicate to you. 
following telegram dated June 22nd received to-day from 
vocretariat of Special Committee on Palestine, 


[Begins ] 


wes TE he i 
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Comittee after considering letter addressed. to 
Chsirman quoted below decided to-day by vote nine for 
cné against one abstention on following resolution: 


“In view of fact thet majority of members of 
Committee have expressed concern as to possible un~ 
favourable repercussions that execution of three death 
sentences pronounced by military court of Jerusalem 
June loth day on which committee held its first meeting 
in Jerusalem might have upon fulfilment of the task with 
which Generel Assembly has entrusted the committee ani 
considering the opinion of such members as to the scope 
of the resolution of the Palestine question adopted on 
liay loth 1947 by the General Assembly (Document A.309 11). 
the Committee resolves that the Chairman comnunicate to 
the Secretary-General e copy of this resolution and of the 
letter received from the relatives of the condemned persons 
lor transmission to the mandatery power", 


Text letter reads: 

, ‘2 undersigned are parents and Yelatives of three 
young en who were yesterday convicted end sentenced to 
death by military court of Jerusalem in connexion with 
offences under defence chergency regulations, 


Cur sons were found guilty of participstion in attack 
on Central Prison of Acre which took place on &th May 1947 


as 


~ DP wo 


as result of which certain Jewish and arab prisoners 
have made good their escape. Unfortunately our three 
sons relused legal aid in connexion with their trial 
and although we have appointed an advocate to represent 
them they dispensed with his services stating that they 
did not recognise the authority of the military court 
and of the defence regulations under Which they were 
tried, It was perfectly clear from the evidence that 
the attackers did not inflict any casualties on the 
security forces or on anybody else and not @ single 
soldier or policeman was killed or hurt, Moreover it is 
not clear from the prosecution evidence what share in 
attack did our Sons teke if at all, They were arrested 
outside the city of Acre after attack on prison, Three 
of them are very young persons, Abshalom Habib, who is 
only 20 years of age is a university student, Meir Nakar, 
aged 21, is a workmen who served three years with British 
army having been demobilised August 1946, Jacob Weiss, 
who is 23, was an ¢mpleyee in a factory and has only 
recently arrived Palestine having lost his parents and 
other members of his family who were exterminated by Nazis, 
He has a@ Sister who lives in Czechoslovekia, We sincerely 
think thet it would be unjust |? grp.omtd: ? to] execute 
death sentence in this case and we strongly feel that 
death sentence should be commuted to ene of imprisonment. 
v@ realise of course that our sens were found guilty of 
serious offences but they must have been influenced in 
whatever they have done by political propaganda prebably 
nisguided as a result of tragic pesition of their people, 
They are yery young men and ebviously they acted as 
idealists believing they were helping their people in that 
way. Having committed a crime against laws of this 
country We understand that they must be punished but not 
put to death, ie therefore humbly beseech you that you Sir 
and the Committee may sse fit te use your good offices 
with the Government and military autherities in this country 
to prevent the execution of our youthful sons by 
precuring a commutation of the death sentence passed men 
hem, We feel that you will appreciate the fact that the 
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whele poeeenened of young men ef goed education sm of 


respectable and lew abiding families taking part in such 
exploits is the result ef a greater tragedy in which our 
people sre situated, It is that tragedy and the impli- 
cations thereof that drive seme of these young mn to 
indulge in this unfortunate activity. The knewledge that 
you have now been charged with the histeric mission to 
contribute to the solution of thet tragedy justifies us 
in applying te you with our humble request. | 


Signed by: Masseuda and Kadouri Nakara, Hliezer Habib, 
Rivke Habib, Henriette Reisner," 


Please note request Committee that the resolution letter be 
transmitted te mandatory pewer. [Ends] 
Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalem as my telegram. 
Wo. 53. 
[Copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office for 
repetition to Jerusalen, | 
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FURTHER ACTION. 


' > Commanding. 
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Permt. U.S. of S. 
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Parlw U.S. of S. 


_ Secretary of Nate. 


fed 


UNSCOP Resolution. 


I fully endorse the attitude 


have adopted in your discussion of t 


com (EEE 


matter with the Chair 


3d: Nations | 


rece ived through the Un 


channel by the 


- telegram No. 168 


’ HMG have meanwhile. 
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Pore rik | = | | | : 


ie Saas 


5 repea 


3 een considering what - 


attitude they are ‘to adopt, and hav 
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provisionally decided on a reply on ‘the — 


ntained in my a 


lines of the draft ¢ 


a immediately. following , te 


draft has. 


assumption | 
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confirmed by 


been prepared | on the 
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sentences: will still not have been_ 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and sheuld be 
retained by the autherised recipient and net passed en]. 


B «5468/46/51 
Cypher/OTP YORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION 
FROM FOREIGI OFFIC] TO NEY YORK. 


(Te Permanent United Kingdem Representative te the 
United Natiens). 


Noe. 1845 


LE CTE TOE 


26th June 1947. De 9020 pem. 26th June 1947. 
vvv 

TMPORTANT. 

“GLNt. 

Yeur telegram Ne. 1685. 


This and the immediately fellewing telegram have 
been sent by Celenial Office te Jerusalem tonight. 


[Begins]. 
Yeur telegram No. 1192. 
UNSCOP Reselution. 


I fully enderse the attitude you have adepted 
in yeur discussion ef this matter with the Chairman. 
The text ef the reselution has new been fermally 
received threugh the United Natiens channel by the Ferelign 
Office (New Yerk telegram Ne. 1685 repeated te yeu refers). 
His ilajesty's Gevernment fiave méanwhile beon considering 
what attitude they are te adept, and have previsienally 
decided en areply en the lines ef the draft centained 
in my immediately follewing telegram. This draft has 
been prepared on the assumption that when it is sent 
the sentences will still net have been cenfirmed by the 
General Officer Commanding. If hewever confirmation 
has by that time been given, the draft can be suitably 
amended. Please deal with this point in your reply. 


2. The situation may arise in which sentences have been 
confirmed by the General Officer Commanding and yeu are 
called upen te decide on the next step befere His ilajesty's 
Gevernment's reply te the Secretary General's cemaunicatien 
has been delivered. in those circumstances I sheuld not 
wish te interfere in any way with yeur discretien in 
deciding whether or net te intervene. /3 | 
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3.  Itmay help yeu te know thet rule 381 of 
the rules ef precedure ef the Trusteeship 
Ceuneil precludes the admissability befere— 
the Ceuncil ef petitiens directed against 
judgements ef competent courts of the 
administering autherity. Owing te the 
exceptienal pesitien ef Palestine and the 
special conditions ef the appeintment of 

the Cemmittee it is net prepesed te cite 
this rule in analegy in replying to the 
Secretary General. It dees hewever provide 
an argument whith might be used if necessary 
at a later stage should centreversy centinue. 


4. I sheuld welcome your early comments on 
the draft in my lmmcdiately fellewing tclegran. 
Please reply by Menday at latest as 1t is 
desired te refer to reply te Secretary General 
in answering a Parliamentary question on this 
subject en the 2nd July. 

5. This telegram and my imacdiately 
succeeding telegram sre being repeated te 

Sir Ae Cadegan in New Yerk. 
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is text of proposed rep! 


t. 


‘ 


HiiG have rece ived ; and taken | 


note of the resolution passed by. 


Nations Specia Committee ‘on Pal estine ‘on 


. . - , » 
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the 22nd June in regard to 


the three death 


séntences pronounced by. the Military 


: ‘ : ' . . 


Court in Jerusalem on 16th June. 


2. As the Committee have already 


been informed by the Palestine A! 


NOONOT ‘3914450 090938 2178Nd 3HL JO LHDIYAdOD 


the death s entences in question have not 
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yet been confirmed by the General officer 


Commanding under Regulations 
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Palestine Defence (Emergency) Re, 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and sheuld be 
retained by the suthorised recipient and not passed on]. 


£ 5468/46/51 
Cypher /OT? | WORLD ORG 
FROM FOREIGN OFFIC: TO Nx 


(Te Permanent United Kingdem Representative te the 
United Nations). 


Ne. 1846 
26th June 1947. D. 9-55 pom. 26th June 1947. 


vvvV 
IMPORTANT. 
GIANT. 
ty immediately preceding telegram. 


Following is text of second Colenial Office 
telegram. 


[Begins]. 


iy immediately preceding telegram regarding UNSCOP 
R2SOLUTION. Following is text ef proposed reply: 


His .igjesty's Gevernmaent have received and taken note 
of the reselution passed by the United Nations Special 
Committee on Palestine en the 22nd June in regard to the 
three death sentences preneunced by the :iilitary Court in 


Jerusalem on 16th June. 


2. ag the Committee have already been informed by the 
Palestine Autherities, the death sentences in question have 
not yet been confirmed by the General Officer Commanding 
under Regulatiens 47 and 48 of Palestine Defence 
(Emergency) Regulatiens 1945, and are, therefere, still 

sub judice. If the sentences are confirmed by the General 
Officer Commanding, it will then be epen te the High 
Cemmissioner fer Palestine te exercise, if he thinks fit, 
the Reyal Prerogative ef Parden delegated te him by His 
Majesty. It is the invariable practice ef His .lajesty's 
Gevernment net to interfere with the High Cemmissiener's 
discretion whether er not to exercise this preregative. 


3, As regards the reselution en the Palestine question 


/adoptede coos 


se 
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voweolea | |y |e dy de tee 


_ adepted by the General Assembly ef the United 
Nations en 15th lay, te which the Ceamittee 
refers, His ii, jesty's Gevernuent interpret _ 
this reselutien as applying te actien — 7 
calculated te disturb the peace in Pale stine; 
they cannet admit its relevance te the nernal 
ec ef the administration ef justice 
Te. 7 * . 


4. His Wpjesty's Government have inferned 
the High Commissioner fer Palestine of the 


centents ef the Secretary General's 
cemmunicatien ef the 23rd June te His 
Majesty's Gevernuent and of the teras ef 
their reply. Oo 


{(Ends]. 
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| Th: ram is of particular secrecy and should be 
porte § by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 
penser ; WO ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FORRIGN 
(To Permanent United Kin 
Nations 
De Det5 Pelle ®Wth June,1947. 


Q 


My telegram No.1846 [Palestine]. 


High Comaissioner approves text. Please therefore 
helene cate it to the Seare tary General, and inform 
me of the date and time at which this is done, repeating 
your telegram to Jerusalem. 


oS 
“™ 
“™ 
“™~ 
a . 
. ~ ON 
~. = 3 2 
ao 4 = ae ae 4% * “™N 
oo \ 
oN 


2) 
°o 
be] 
< 
z 
6? 
= 
=f 
°o 
vw" 
~ 
= 
m 
~~ 
{4 
oo 
r 
we J 
x 
m 
Q 
°o 
z 
> ] 
°o 
vn 
be | 
2 
” 
r 
°o 
=z 
=z 


Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 
Restricted. 
Open. 


The following may be of use to you in | 
answering enquiries. 


(2) The United Nations Committe now in : 


Palestine was approached by relatives of three . 
Jews condemmed to death by a Military Court for 
participation in gn attack on Acre Prison on 


¢he lth May. . The Committee adopted the follow- 
ing resolution:=- 
* THE HAGUE 53 
* BAGHDAD 6Sf "In view of fact that majority of | 
* BELGRADE 484. aes — a 
embers of Committee have expressed concern 


bps to possible unfavourable repercussions that 
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éxecution of three death sentences pronounced 


e 


fd 


by military court of Jerusalem June 16th day on 


a Seca ar S07). pithich committee held its first meeting in 
GUATEMALA ~74/, 
MONTEVIDEO Aderusalem might have upon fulfilment of the 
- /o f- | : 


task with which General Assembly has entrusted 


En Clair. | the committee angtonsidering the opinion of such 


-Cade members as to the scope of the resolution of the 
Cypher | | 
Palestine guestion adopted on May 15th 194.7 by the 


a 


Distribution :— 
General Assembly. The Committee resolves that 


7 the Chairman communicate to the Secretary- 
orld Organization 
General a copy of this resolution and of the 
letter received from the relatives of the 


condemned persons for transmission to the 


2 
df imendatory power". 


Copies to :— 
(3) The Committees resolution was 


communicated to His Majesty's Government by 


the Secretary General. Text of UNerS re ply, 


ifollows:-— 
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"His Majesty's Government have 
received and taken note of the resolution 
passed by the United Nations Special 
Committee on Palestine on the 22nd June in 
regard to the three death sentences 
pronounced by the Military Court in 
Jerusalem on 16th Junee 

(2) as the Committee have already been 
informed by the Palestine Authorities, the 
death sentences in question have not yet 


been confirmed by the General Officer 


Commanding under Regulations 4/ and 4.8 of 


MARGIN. 


Palestine Defence (Emergency) Regulations 
1945, and are, therefore, still sub judiceé. 


If the sentences are confirmed by the 


IN THIS 


General Officer Commanding, it will then be 


open to the High Commissioner for Palestine 


to exercise, if he thinks fit, the Royal 


Prerogative of Pardon delegated to Him by 


His Majesty. It is the invariable practice 


of His: Majesty's Government not to interfere 


with the High Commissioner's discretion 


whether or not to exercise this prerogative. 
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NOTHING 


(3): As regards the resolution on the 
Palestine guestion adopted by the General 
assembly of the United Nations on L5th, May, 
to which the Committee refers, His Majesty's 
Government interpret this resolution as- 
applying to action calculated to disturb the 
peace in Palestine; they camot admit its 
relevance to the normal processes of the 
administration of justice therée 


(4) His Majesty's Government have informed 


the High Commissioner for Palestine of the 
contents/ — 


aan 
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NOTHING 
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of the Secretary General's communication 


of the 23rd June to His Majesty's Government 


and of the terms of their. reply". 
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The following may be of use to you in answering 
enquiries, | 


(2) The United Nations Committee now in 
Palestine was approached by relatives of three Jews 
condemned te death by a Military Court for 
participation in en attack en Acre Prisen on the 4th 
May, The Cemmittee adepted the fellowing reselution:- 


In view of fact that majerity ef members af 
Committee have expressed cencern as to possible 
unfaveursble reperoussiens that execution ef three 
death sentences preneunced by military ceurt of 
Jevaaslem June 16th day en which cemittee held its 
first meeting in Jerusalem might have upen fulfilment 
ef the task with which General Assembly has entrusted 
the cemmittee and censidering the ep! len ef such 
members as te the scepe ef the reselutien on the 
Palestine questien adepted en May 15th 1947 by the 
General Assembly, The Comittee reselves that the 
Cheirman cemmmicate te the Seoretary- General a enpy 
ef this reselutien and ef the letter received frem the 
relatives ef the cendemed persens fer trangnissien 
te the mendatery pewer". A 5) 
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(3) The Committee's reselutien was communicated 
te His Majesty's Gevernment by the Secretary General. 
Text ef reply, -dated the 30th June, fellews:- 


“His Majesty's Gevernment have received and taken 
nete ef the reselutieon passed by the United Natiens 
Special Cemmittee en Palestine en the 22nd June in 
regard te the three death sentence preneunced by the 

litary Ceurt in Jerusalem en 16th June, 


(3). As regards the reselutien en the Palestine 
questien adepted by the General Assembly ef the United 
Natiens en 15th, May, te which the Committee refers, 
His Majesty's Gevernment interpret this reselutien as 
applying te action calculated te disturb the peace in 
Palestine; they cannet admit its relevance te the 
nermmal precesses ef the aduinistratien ef justice there, 


(4) His Majesty's Gevernment have infermed the 
High Cemmissiener fer Palestine ef the contents of 
the Secretary General's cammunicatien ef the 25rd 
June te His Majesty's Gevernment and ef the terns ef 
their reply." 
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UNITED NATIONS. _ yor 
_ Department of Public Information | oo ee 


v ‘Préss Division FFI CE 
Lake Success, Nassau County, New York FOREIGN os 


; ' Press Release PAL 
| Eraey) ab ty pos cL duly 1947 


U.K, REPLY TO RESOLUTION OF THE SFECIAL COMMITTES ON PALESTINE 


The $sriemne s the text of the réply, dated 30 June, from Sir Alexander 
Cadogan, hicision Representative of the United pee tonne the United Nations, te 


"the Secretary-General regarding the resolution adopted a the Special Committee on 


4 


Palestine: _ 3 


"In reply to your letter No. B01-L4-1.0/Aite of Sin: 23 enclosing ' a telegram 
from the Secretariat of the Special Committee on Palestine concerning certain death 
sentences passed by the Military Court in Jerusalem, I have been instructed by my 
Government to communicate to you the following: 

"His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom have received and een note 
of the resolution passed by the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine on 
the 22nd June i regard to the three death sentences pronsuneed. be the Military 


Court. in Jerusalem.on 16 June, 


"As the Committee have aieeae been informed by the Palestine authorities, the 
death sentences in question have not or been confirmed by the General Officer Com 
manding under Regulations 47 and 48 of the Palestine Defence (Energency) Regula— 
tions 1945 and are therefore stil sub judices If the seritences are conteence by — 


the General Ce eTeeN Commanding, it will then be open to the High eam seine for 


Palestine to exercise, if he thinks fit, the Royal Prerogative of Pardon delegated 
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to him by His Majesty. It is the invariable practice of His Majesty's Government 


not to interfere with the High Commissioner's discretion whether or not to exercise 
this prerogative, 
"As re; gards the resolution on phe Baileseins question adopted by the General 
ise of the United Nations on 15th May, to which the Committee refers, His 
Majesty! Ss eavetnnent interpret this resolution as applying to action calculated tn 


disturb the peace in Palestine; they cannot admit its relevance to the normal pro— 


cess of the administration of justice there, ; 


(MORE) 


EIRENE SEAS LEE BOS RODE PREPS TES 


f 4 


Press Release PAL{53 
L. July 1947 


' 


"His Majesty's Government have informed the High Commissioner for Palestine 


-of the contents of the Secretary-General 's coumunication of 23rd June to His 


Majesty's Government and of the terms of their reply." 


1 


"I have the honour to be, 
; Sir, 
Your ebedient Servant, 


Alexander Cadogan" 
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CHIEF SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 


JERUSALEM, 
PALESTINE. 


17th June, 1947. 


My dear Martin, 


I am dictating this hurriedly to catch the 
mail as you will. probably like to have an account of the 
opening of the UNO Committee's proceedings here. 


£ When Sandstrom, Hoo and Robles arrived on 
Saturday I met them, and it was clear that they had 
very sketchy ideas as to how to conduct the Committee's 
work in Palestine and that they were really looking to 
us to help them. They had an hour and a half's talk 
with the High Commissioner that evening which was very 
cordial and encouraging. On Sunday morning Sandstrom 
and Robles came to call on me and asked that we should 
map out an itinerary for the Committee to consider the 
following morning. This we did, and it was put to the 
Committee without reference to the fact that it came 
from USe The Chairman also wked on Sunday that we 
should send somebody to meet the Committee on Monday 
afternoon guite informally in order to show the Committee 
their way about the Government evidence. I readily 
agreed to this on the understanding that it would be 
an informal meeting, that there would be no question 
of evidence and that only the members and their 
alternates would be there. — Sandstrom said that he 
intended to have a similar informal meeting. with the 


Jewish Agency. 


? At his press conference yesterday he got into 
very deep water with a number of the newer correspondents 
from America who have not yet become acclimatised 
to Palestine and was: criticised for having agreed to 
what was called 4 ‘secret session’. He was also 
criticised in the morning by some of his Committee for 
the same reasons. These criticisms found theiy 
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way on to Hoo and Robles, and yesterday afternoon 
there was general confusion and uncertainty. I 
attended the afternoon meeting of the Committee with 
alternates and what appeared to me to be a large 
number of other people and answered questions for 
over three hours, at the end of which the Committee 
evidently felt fairly exhausted and proceeded in 
part to dinner af Government House, where the 
general atmpsphere was pleasantly restored. 


ma The position this morning is that the 

Committee have not yet decided whether or not to hear 
the Jewish Agency in public this afternoon. If they 
decide on a public hearing I shall ask the Chairman 
to make it clear that all that had been originally . 
intended was an informal meeting similar to that of | 
yesterday, and that tbhecmeeting is not taking evidence. 

» From the above you will see that the Committee 
is still very much in the teething stage: of procedural 
difficulties. It also contains some obviously 
unhelpful elements, particularly the Indian and the 
Yugoslav delegates. At first sight I have the 
impression that the Dutch and the Iranians are the 
most likely to be helpful. 


Clearly this Government has got and is 
going to have a very bad overseas press for its 
decision to give evidence only in camera. That is 
understandable, and there are two points that might 
be emphaised if the matter is raised in London. 
First, that the Government's evidence has in fact 
been presented inwiting and this is public, and 
secondly, that the only reason why individual 
Government spokesmen cannot give their evidence in 
public is that of their personal security as civil 
servants. | | 

I should perhaps add that we are all astounded at 
the complete ignorance of the part of the Committee of 
anything concerning Palestine. They indeed have a lot to 
learn and I do not see how they are going to do it in so 
short a time. When I had talked to them for three hours 
I was reminded of the verse in the Snark which begins: 


‘The indictment had never been clearly expressed". | 
Yours sincerely, 


Sgd. )H. Le GURNEY. 
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TO PALESTINE (General Sir 


. FROM 8. OF S., COLONIES, 


‘NDEXED 
RTANT 


No.1 346 Secret. 


Following for. Gurney from Martin. Begins. : 
Most grateful for your letter of 17th June about 
U.N.O. Committee's proceedings. 


Qe We should be glad if when formal hearing of evidence 
begins brief daily reports could be telegraphed. These 
would be particularly useful for purposes of guidance to 
Press and B.B.C. and for correcting misunderstandings. 


tf J 


7 Je Grateful if you would also arrange for d despatch 
by air mail of 3 copies of all communiques issued by 
Committee's Secretariat md of any other documents of 
interest from that source. Bndse 
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wemin Cairo Ne, Tit. (Five 
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* Amman Noe, 907 and to Damascus by 
a — Saving. 


FalicwLag for Trafford GMith. 


At about 11.00 howre thig moraiug 2 ELA GALy 
PARey discovered a locked engineering shop within the 
military perimeter around Citrus House ip Tel Aviv. 
On. foreing the doors two men were seen to escape towards 
tha reof. 4 searen of the premises revealed machinery 
on theese floors for manutacture of amail arms. At. 
song must have. been empLioyed.s — preliminary 
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Parliamentary Question 


% 80. General Sir George Jeffreys,To ask the Secretary of State for the Colonies, whether 
he has sent instructions to the High Commissioner for Palestine to the effect that 
law and order are to be maintained and terrorism stamped out; and what 
representations have been received from the High Commissioner as to the measures 
which he considers necessary for this purpose. [Wednesday 25th June.] _ 
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se — PALESTINE 
RECEIVED IN ¢, 8. Anti-Terrorist Measures 


+. General Sir George Jeffreys asked the 
TF Tin Secretary of State for the Colonies whether 
27J UN 1947 he has sent instructions to the High Com- 


eet eee missioner for Palestine to the effect that 
SENT TO DEp,. | law and order are to be maintained and 
terrorism stamped out;.and what repre- 
sentations have been received from the 
High Commissioner as to the measures 
which he considers necessary for this 
‘purpose. 
Mr. Creech Jones: The High Commis- 
sioner is well aware of the policy of -His 
Majesty’s Government, which is that every 
effort should be made to maintain law and 
order in Palestine and to suppress, law- 
lessness and terrorism. He has indicated 
that his existing instructions give him 
all necessary latitude. 


Sir G. Jeffreys: Is it not a fact that the 
High Commissioner has recently intimated 
that if the Armed Forces were allowed to 
exert their full power against the whole 
Jewish community, terrorism could be 

eradicated in a very short time indeed? 
In view of that fact, why is such autho- 
rity not given to the High Commissioner? 
Indeed, why are not orders given to him 
to use the full power of the Army? 


Mr. Creech Jones: There has been no 
withholding of the necessary authority to 
the High Commissioner in respect of the 
representations he has made. Indeed, he 
has always taken the view most strongly 
that suppression of terrorism is not a 
matter of military operations so much as 
a matter of police work. | 


NOGNOT ‘391440 O90938 J1T1GNd 3HL 4O LHDIBAOD 


OT, Li 
Hf i X%, a hjled, 


oth (ae 


Registry 
Number 


FROM 


t- wa oma, aay OCH 00% Ox 


Dated | ' L: vA Sf 
A f _ a \ ie Sa Ce. 
Recetved 4 : _- a * tu uf pie PW f 


in Registry ee bane f- pan ry pel dict ounl f 
a oh 


fay? mA ff G 


Last Paper. | (Minutes.) 
(“OGE2. 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


~<o 
< 
ad 
o 
= 
= 
i=] 
wv 
~4 
= 
m 
vo 
i‘ 
@ 
r 
te ] 
m 
ry] 
] 
ae 
°o 
© 
be | 
= 
© 
™ 
[ad 
© 
2 
= 


(Action 
completed.) 


Bay 


Next Paper. 


SO 6A 32003 F.0.P 


a 


| _ Parliamentary Question ~~ 
K-64. Mr. Lipson,—To. ask. the Secretary. of State for the Colonies, if he will‘make a state- 


ment on the failure of. the recent attempt to blow up the British headquarters at 
AL. ’: Tel Aviv when a Palestinian Jew, Zeev- Werber, sacrificed his life to save the lives of 


| 800 British troops. [Wednesday 25th June.| 
Gaara eeee : 


“JANSweReD 29 JIIN 1947 
IREPLY ATTACHED _ 


F.O. ARE NOT ASKED TO ADVISE. 
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Explosion, Tel “Aviv 
14. Mr. Lipson asked the Secretary of 


—State_for the Colonies if he will make a — 
: RECEAVABniane_ pn the failure of the recent 


attempt to blow up the British headquar- 


ae ile ‘Tel Aviv when a Palestinian Jew, 
@ / deavi Water, sacrificed his life to save 
____the lives of 360 British troops. | 


SENT TG DE@rsedh Jones: Shortly after 11 


o’clock on 18th of June an explosion oc- 
curred in the basement of a house near 


‘ :. .sgthe Military Cantonment in Citrus House, 


n investigation the body of 


a young Jew was found at the opening of - 
a tunnel leading in the direction of Citrus © 


House. The tunnel was timbered and 
construction must have been in progress 
for some time. In the baSement was a 


chalked message in Hebrew, reading, © 


‘‘ The Hagana were here, We want you 
by force not to carry out your evil inten- 
tion. Signed. Hagana.’’ Outside the 
building was a vehicle loaded with cement 
which had been removed without permis- 
sion from the Municipal garage. It 
appears that the Hagana had learnt that 
an attempt by terrorists to blow up Citrus 
House was in progress, and had decided 
to frustrate it by blocking the entry to 
the tunnel with cement. The entry had, 


however, been booby trapped; and when» 


the leader of the Hagana party, identified 
as Zeev Werber, the son of a municipal 
employee in Tel Aviv, attempted to 
enter, he was fatally wounded by an 
explosion. His funeral in Tel Aviv the 
next day was attended. by representatives 
of the District Commissioner and of the 


Superintendent of Police in recognition of .. 
the fact that he had lost his life as a result «— 
of action which had probably prevented ‘| ; 


a serious terrorist outrage'and consequent 
British casualties. 


Mr. Lipson: Is not co-cperation on the 
part of Hagana very much to be welcomed 
in combating terrorism? May I ask 
whether any. pension will be payable to 


- the dependents of this young Jew who 


gave his life? Is the right hon. Gentle- 
man also aware that in the first report 
in ‘‘ The Times ’’ this man was described 
as one of the terrorists? Fortunately, 
the ‘‘ Express ’’ had the correct version. 
Is it not rather unusual for the ‘‘ Ex- 
press ’’ to be more correct than ‘‘ The 


Times ’’? 


Mr. Creech Jones: I cannot answer the 
last part of the question but it may be 
that ‘‘ The Times ’’ misreported it. It 
is a fact, of course,. that Hagana has 
played some limited part in trying to root 
out terrorism and suppress this evil. I 
must say that the British Government 
would wish for a larger measure of co- 
operation than has so far been forth- 
coming. © 


Mr. Lipson: Will the right hon. Gentle- 


man answer the part of my question 
dealing with compensation? 


Squadron-Leader Fleming: May I ask 
whether any steps are being taken to 
recognise the gallantry of this young 
Jew? 


Mr, Creech Jones: That is a matter 


_ for the Palestine Government. I confess 


that we have not given consideration 
to it. 
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VORLD ORGANISATION 
ISTRIBUT 


- (From Permanent United Kingdon Representative 
| to the United Nations) 


Jo, 1722. | D., 11.42 pom. 27th vanes 
27th J une,1947, | | 1947, 


6,00 p.m. 27th June, 
1947, 


Repeated to J erusalem, 
Washingten 


55 3 


infermation a telegram addressed to hin by _ 
sister ef Jaceb Weiss in Czechoslovakia 


Pleading against exeeution, Copy fellows 
by bag. 
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Sian Ceaneea tea 


at New York, 
jesty’s Permanent Delegatetto the U.N, 


presents his compliments to H,M.P.S. Of S. for F.A, 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 


documents. 


British..... Delegation. to the 
Lisssseeeesee. ONited Nations. 
New York, 


@oeeatear oes eae eee eeeeeeaeeeeeeeeenaeereseeon 


eee tb, July. 194.7... 


Pratl 


N.Y. Telegram No. 1722 to the Foreign 


Description of Enclosure. 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Name and Date 


Lopy of Letter to 
Secretary General, 
United Nations from 
Edith Weiss. 


Plea for brother 


Jacob Weiss awaiting 
execution in Palestine, 
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United Nations, New York. 


Sein ge : 
ue : 
nee 


Aka is cb VORA Care eu 
eae a a 


A ; . , 


oe 


Aa 


nate 
¥ 


ae 


aes A ne 


z 


“f 


eo 
eae 


As the only surviving relative of my brother Jakob Weiss who 


is now awaiting execution sn Jerusalem Military Prison I 


implore thet you urgently intervene obtain commutal death 


sentence. Both our parents and six brothers sisters died in 


Auschwitz's Gaschambers and the same was fate of rest our 


family. My twenty-three years old brother is no criminal and 


whatever he is accused of having done is still inseparable part 


of very conflict UNO n 


are my only hope that I may n 


trying solve, You as UNO's executive 


+ lose last relative T have in 


world. To you I reiterate my desperate plea please intervene. 


Edith Weiss Karlovy Vary Zeyorova 19 
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Prime Minister is transmitted to you to be dealt 
with in whatever manner is considered appropriate 
by the Department concerned. t—refers—ta 
-previous correspondence which ‘was forwardéd to 


1. No acknowledgment has been sent from here. 


2. A plain acknowledgment has bee from 
here, adding that t unication has been 
ur Department. 


3. A copy of the acknowledgment which has heen 


sent from here is att 
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_. WESTERN UNION 


i 5 | (THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY): 


__GmcorrorATE6 “iN“THE STATE OF NEW YORK, U.S.A., WITH LIMITED LIABILITY.) 


/** —  ~GABLEGRAM 


ANGLO-AMERICAN TELEGRAPH Co., LD. CANADIAN NATIONAL TELEGRAPHS. 
a , 
RECEIVED AT 5, NORTHUMBERLAND AVENUE, LONDON, W.C.2. (Tel. No. Whitehall 8332.) 


CX15 BROOKLYNNY 28 8 47 IL A 


NLT PRIME MINISTER ATTLEE LONDON 
10 DOWNING ST, 


ra 


URGE YOU TO INFLUENCE CUNNINGHAM TO PREVENT EXCUTION | 
OF THREE JEWISH BOYS WHO DESERVE LIFE MORE THAN 
KESSELRING AND NAZIS 


= FRANCES NATHAN NAGLER + 


Please send your Reply «Via WESTERN UNION” You may telephone us for a messenger 
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in to the Holy See, 


Rr o!m x. 


on 
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25th June 1947, 


:  . Department, 
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no SC od 


The London correspondent of the "Tempo" reports 
in a Message published in that newspaper on June 
2lst, a conversation wi 


mth an anonymous member of 
the United Nations Commi ssion of Enquiry on 


oA ee Re Palestine. Although the latter said little, he 
| wae eRe drew attention to Article 5 of the Resolution 
| passed by the United Nations General Assembly 
calling upon the Special Committee to pay the 
closest attention in Palestine to the religious 
interests of J daism, Islam and Cc ristia ‘ 
The settlement which the Committee will propose 
- to U.N.O. will therefore, he says, take slso the 
interests of Christianity into account, and he 
Speculates upon the possibility of entrusting 
the administration of the Holy City to the Vatican. 
By this means, not only would the Western World 
keep a hand on the reins in the Middle East, but 
it would also create in a short time a gone which 
ee ae She would be regarded as sacrosanct by international 
a ee Ee ee oo public opinion; Rome would resume itstraditional 
ek : mediatory réle between East and West, and carry 
| ESB TS A GEO) | Out 4 speci fic balancing task in the Mediterranean. 
| set ee Rene G es The correspondent concludes by saying that the 
terms of reference of the Commission contetplate 
Eastern Departm nt : a / 
Foreign Office. 
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a possibility that Italy, through the Holy See, 
may play a réle of primary importance in the 
settlement of the Palestinian problem. 


On June 22nd, the "Giornale d'Italia", referring 
to the above message, stated that the Vatican had 
not only abstained from expressing its views on 
the subject, but was in eum principle contrary 
to any political and territorial commitments. 

"All the nations that are members of U.N.O. have 
now been invested with the Palestinian question; 
will they pay an act@ge/ homage e Pope by 
conferring on him in Jerusalem a moral authority 

in keeping with the local situation? It is 

aif ficult to give a reply to the above question; 

no doubt, it will not be the Vatican that will 

take the first step". The "Giornale a'Italia" 
concluded by referring to the increased diplomatic 
activity of the Holy See in the Near East, as shown 
by the creation of a Nunciatura in the Lebanon 

and by the decisions ,repoyted in the press, to 
establish diplomatic relations with Greece aw Eg ype. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY. 
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f Secretary's Office, 
Jerusalem, 
Palestine. 
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Dear Martin, 


As you will have learnt from the High Commissioner's 
telegram No. 1203 of yesterday the expurgated edition 
of the Scott memorandum is being presented to the ' 
Committee this evening and will be released to the press 
tomorrow morning, provided no objection is raised to this 
procedure by the Committee. Enclosed are single copies 
of the letter under which the memorandum will be presented 
and of the memorandum itself. Ten additional copies of 
the memorandum are being sent to you under separate cover. 


Also enclosed is a summary record of the Committee's 
proceedings on the afternoon of the 17th June when 
Shertok was before them for close on three hours. The 
Committee's secretariat has been slow in producing documents 
during their first week and this summary was not available 
until yesterday. They are now settling down in the 
YelMeCeAe and document production will no doubt be more 
speedy in future. 


NER IS 


Malls 


; A Sak 


l regret I am not yet able to send you a copy of the 
Summary record of the meeting held on the afternoon 
of the 16th Jume when the Chief Secretary met the Canmittee 
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Secretary that the meeting would be quite informal and 
that a summary record would be kept for their files in 


three copies only. In the event a very inadequate and 
incorrect 


JeM. Martin iB Gey CeBey CoVeQey 
the Colonial Office, ’ 


See 
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reoord of the meeting was made and distributed 
immediately to all the delegates and alternates, 
With the inevitable result that the Palestine 
Post was able to get hold of a copy. See the 
enclosed cutting from their issue of yesterday. 
he corrected version is not yet ready; I will 
send a copy as soon as I get it. 


With reference to the High Commissioner's 
telegrams No. 1195 and 1195 on the subject of 
death sentences you may care to see to-day's 
headline and editorial in the Palestine Post; 
cuttings attached. 


Sets of the records of the public hearings 
pefore the Anglo-american Committees in Jerusalem 
in March last year nave now been printed in the 
Government press and made availiable to the Com 
mittee in sufficient quantities for distribution 
to all delegates and alternates for reading before 
they begin their own public hearings. Copies are 
also being made available to press representatives, 
One set is enclosed with this letter. You will 
no doubt let me lkmow if you wish to have any more. 


I learn to-day from Bunche that the Conm- 
mittee is unlikely to ask this Government to give 
any OYal evidence and that, unless 4 request to 
be heard in oral evidence is received by the 5th 
July (the date line fixed by the Committee for 
applications for hearings), they will make no 
arrangements to hear Government spokesmen. This 
is a matter which the High Commissioner is con= 
sidering personally at the moment in the light 
of the possibility that the Government case might 
go by default if no evidence is offered, but it 
is now quite clear that any such evidence would 
have to be given in public. The Committee's 
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present intention is to start public hearings on 
Friday 4th July, resuming on Monday 7th July; to 
hear the Jewish Agency first (the Agency have asked 
for 34 days to present their case) and then to 
hear Dr. Weizmann in his personal capacity. 
Apparently Weigmnann wrote a letter to the Chairman 
in his own hand a week or so ago saying that he 
wished to give evidence as an individual and not 
on behalf of any organization; this letter, 

Bunche telis me, came to light only yesterday 
emongst amass of other papers, just before t 
Chairman and three other members were leaving for 
Rehovot to lunch with Weizmann, 


The insistence of the Committee on under- 
taking all their official tours in one party is 
naturally not conducive to close contacts and is 
having the effect of discouraging Arabs who might 
otherwise have been prepared to come forward and 
discuss at least local affairs with small groupe 
of Committee members, The Committee are followed 
everywhere by a hoard of press representatives and 
photographers and some of the members themselves have 
complained that they have been unable to have even 
& brief exchange of words with any resident of 
Palestine without one or more pressmen taking a 
verbatim record of what is said. Moreover, the 
Committee's own reputation as a body of high 
internati nal standing is not enhanced in the eyes 
or the less discerning of the local population by 
their being accompanied by men, some in their 
braces and eyeshades and others wearing pink base~ 
ball caps, and by women in rether scanty clothing, 


The Yugoslavs now have a party of nine, 
shortly, I understand, to be increased to ten; 
it includes two press attaches. The Indians are 
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making themselves very unpopular, even with other 
delegations, by their outspoken criticism of 
Zionism and of everything Jewish; the junior 
members of the delegation are reported as even 
having been bold enough to taunt representatives 
of the American Zionist Press. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sed.) DC. MacGillivray. 


p 


ince writing the above I have seen your 
telegram Moe1346 of the 23rd June. I will sec 
that three copies of communiques and other 
documents issued by the U.N.S.C.0.P. secretariat 
are sent to you by air as soon aS we can get 


hold of them, 


ox 
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Your telegram No. 1203. 


Government Repert to Ue No Soe Oe Pe 


, Great interest hes been shown both here and in 
UeSo.A. in report submitted to U.N.S.C.0.P. by Palestine 
Government which has received good Press here. B.I.S. New. 
York haye asked urgently for copies. 


2. Grateful, therefore, if 100 (repeat 100) copies 


eould be sent by air route to 


British Information services, 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, 
‘New York 20. — 


and 12 (repeat 42) copies could be sent by air beg for 


American information Departaent, Foreign Office, 


Be Gost of reports and freight is chargeabie to 


Foreign Office, 
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may be expected here. Grateful to know if report has been 
ee | placed on sale in Jerusalem and if copies could be made. 
7 ee ee eee beat DbLe a8 soon as possible for sale by Crown Agents in 


| ee re 5s ‘I note that you are sending copies to me and 
oe aa ae would be grateful if a total of 50 (repeat 50) copies could 
be supplied for official use here, | 


Copies sent_ter=- b 
Poreign Offic | a 
Crown Agents for the Colonies. 
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Palestine Government Memorandum, 
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PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunninghem) 


T0_8, OF 8. COLONIES. 


D. 27th June, 1947. 
h " s 


R. 27% 16.30 hrs. 


SMPORZANE 
Ne. 1237, 
Your telegram No. 1376. 


Copies of memorandum are being zent 
today by airy in numbers requested to B.f.5. New 
Yoris and A.F.D. Foreign Office. 


2 Five huxdred copies of memerandum were 
put om sale here yesterday at 50 mils per copy. 


Owing to losal demand, printing of 
further two thousand sopies is being put in hand 
at once. Copies can be made avyaillable for sales 
by Crown Agents. Please telegraph suber 
required. 


oP Ten coples ware sent yesterday by ap 
to Marden for offielal use. Fuether fifty 
eoples follew today. 


Official translations inte Hebrew and 
3 ng neepered for local sale. 
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Dear Beith, 


I am writing in connection with F.O. telegram 1685 
from New York to Foreign Office, which gives the text of a 
letter from the Secretary General to the United Nations on 
the subject of the death sentences passed on three Jews for 
their participation in an attack on Acre prison. 


§ 


In view of direct Canadian and Australian interest 
in this matter, we should wish, if possible, to notify the 
Dominion Governments of our attitude in advance of this 
information reaching them through United Nation channels 
or through the presse If you see no objection to this course, 
therefore, we should be glad if you would put us ina 
position to inform Dominion Governments of the nature of our 
reply at the time that instructions are despatched to 
New York. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Matthieson 
at the Colonial Office. 


Yours sincerely, 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM FROM DOMINIONS OFFICE 


tai : With the Compliments of the 
7.2780 45 NMCer Oeoreiary uf State for Dowrmien | 
CYPHER (PUBLEX) ‘gees .%0-6'1) | | oo 


TO: CANADA (GOVT. ) 
: AUSTRALIA ~- : 
NEY ZEALAND : 
SOUTH AFRICA 


(Sent 9.20 p.m. 28th June, 
De No. 562 SECRET, | : a 


PALESTINE 


| We have received from Secretary General to United Nations copy 
of letter addressed to Chairman of United Nations Special Committee 
on Palestine from relatives of three Jews sentenced to death by 
military court in Jerusalem for participation in attrck on Acre 
prison, together with text of resolution of Committee decided’ by - 
nine voters to one, with one abstention, as follows. Begins. 


tin view of fact that majority of members of Committee have 
expressed concern as to possible unfavoureble repercussions that 
execution of three deeth sentences pronounced by militery court of 
Jerusalem June 16th day on which committee held its first meeting 
in Jerusalem might heve vpon fulfilment of the tesk with which 
General Assembly has entrusted the committee and considering the 
opinion of such members as to the scope of the resolution of the 
Palestine ‘question adopted on May 15th 19147 by the General Assembly 
(Document A.309 11), the Committee resolves that the Chairman 
 gommunicate to the Secretary-General a copy of this resolution and 
of the letter received from the relatives of the -~andemned persons 
for transmission to the mandatory power". Bnds. 


Letter requests Committee to use its good offices with Palestine 
Government in order to procure commutation of death sentences. 


Qe Following is gist of reply which United Kingdom Permanent 
Representative to United Nations has been instructed to communicate 
to Secretary General. Begins. ? 
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His Majesty's Government in United Kingdom have received 
and taken note of resolution. : 


As Commtttee have already been informed by Palestine authorities, © 
death sentences in question have not yet been confirmed by General i 
Officer Cemmanding and are, therefore, still sub _judice. If sentences, 
are confirmed by General Officer Commanding, it will then be open to. 
High Commissioner for Palestine to exercise, if. he thinks fit, Royal 
Prerogative of Pardon delegated to him by His Majesty. It is 
4nvariable practice of His Majesty's Covernment in United Kingdom - ; 
not to interfere with High Commissioner's discretion whether or not. . | 
to exercise this prerogative. : ee 


‘As regards resolution on Palestine question adopted by General. 
“May, to which Committee refers, 


of justice there. 


“SPECIAL 


S52 


His fa 
High Commissioner for Palestine of contents of Secretery 
General's communication of 23rd June to Tis ‘ajesty's 


Government in United Kingdom end of terms of their PEDlYy. 
Ends. | | | 


Copy to:- : 
Foreign Office iv. FLT.A. Ashton-Gwatkin 
| JeleGe 21ncn 


| H. Beeley 
Colonial Office WAC. “Mathieson . 


‘ 


s t ei e ° 
jJesty' s Government in United Kinedom reve informed 


os 
< 
= 
o 
= 
omg 
° 
w~A 
=f 
= 
m 
sc 
G 
@ 
r 
ie) 
E::] 
m "| 
© 
°o 
4 
=] 
° 
n~A 
= 
© 
2" 
r 
° 
=z 
= 


Registry 
Number E 57 207/06/i 
TELEGRAM FRO 


Nee Ret 

Dated “ety fork 

in Regry p CTS 
30 feral 
fel 


Last Paper. 
(692. 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


completed.) 


fe), 


Next Paper. 


(Action (Index.) 


760. 


vy, bk LEA , 9 a fuel easel, C 7, Lanth 
noe Kea jiref 
Mf Lit! S62 fevebs/ gfe) Able 
YY wer Yard bo ha fia F4s teri 
Vial 20 furl Alo aulf nbart (fe 


publi colony el f yo . “ef. huG 1 


nd ~- . 


(Minutes.) 


me) 
< 
2 
o 
= 
=f 
° 
be | 
~4 
= 
mi 
~v 
= 
@ 
rm . 
ts] 
m 
© 
° 
z 
t  ] 
° 
wv" 
= 
2] 
m 
r 
°o 
= 
= 


¢ 
a 


wo 


- ; 
A= oe : 
™~ aa -— 


“Your a No. 1868; Sodihg Yu. | 
Pale | Special Committee and. Death 


NOONOT ‘3914490 O90938 917GNd 3HL 40 LHDIBADOD 


| 9 4 PALESTINE 
Re ist _ f- ‘ é. 
a LF wad of 26/1 eos As “gute sats Va A Meee meals 
Wo Lilt ZLE fan, s2znfisfg 6 kp hi 
No. rs , f Opilont- é- apie f ANA & /4, iH kan! Mie te f ( 
rei ; \ i Fo : Cet 2 _ *; he neh VA f es lee neal hoe 4 
eee (LOL / Lb /¥ wd Pb ne ee eae a: 


255 
AS Less 
Last Paper. | cae ioe eieges = cies 


s 7 As 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How _— of.) 


16 Coprrs *} dee 
ing ests beet.“ 


ye qq 
Met) gy) 


woaNoT ‘391440 GU0938 9176Nd 3HL 40 LHDIBAdOD 


(Action (Index.) 
completed. ) he 
Sih, i 


Next Paper. 


(= g 5 / / | | 32008 F.0.P. 
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FROM CARACAS TO FOREIGN OFFICE ¢ 


ir G. Ogilvi 
0.288 ° — 4.25 pem. 28th June, of 57€ J 


28th June, 1947 R.12.85 asm. 29th Aisi igh sUL 


ti a at 2 de a a 


| = | 
Your telegram No.225.-~ 


Please send by air bag soon as possible 6 copies of 
White Paper, Palestine number one, 1947, and of the text 
of General public statements, Section 1 of February mis 
end February ebth. . | 
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G0 PALESTINE (Gene Sir A. Gumningham) 
FROM Ss OF 8. , COLONIES. 
Sent 25th Sune, 1947. 22.30 bra, 


NOe T3574 


Polilowing for MacGillivray tr 
Martin,  Bagins. 


What is srasent estimate of probable 
date of Gomalttee’s arrivel in Genewa? Please 
Keep us informed by telegram of their fubuze 
plang as these hecome more definite, We shail. 
af course alac be glad to have ga geon 4s 
pessible any indicationa of nature of syidence 
they are iikely to request frou representative 
of HoMeGe Ends. 
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GUS WOR SIA Sa ERNE MOAN 


Foreign Office | My, Beslov. 
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Cypher (0.7. P. ) 


FROM PALESPINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 


20S, OF 3., COLORIES. 


D. 29th June, 19:7. 
R. 29th * * 16,25 nes, 


No. lai Secret. 
your telegram Wo, 137k. 


Following for dartin from MacGillivray. 


Public. hearings will begin on Friday i 
evidence of the Jewish Agency which wiil he con th 
Sunday Oth July and 7th July. Weizmann viil peahe 
in personel capacity on Oth July and will be rohloveé 
subsequent days by other Jewish organisa tions and ing 
and representatives of Christian Churches, It is 
by Robles that public hearings cannot be conciuaed 
20th : JOLY ¢ 


Dw fhere has, 43 yat, been no aiasuags: 
Gonmittes as to their pro#fedure on covclusion 
hearings in Palestine. A Pey of the membera 
ths view that the report shogid be written in # 
it} 18 assumed Dy the Secretariat sand br the 
members that tansy will go to Geneye. ole cee: 
ract, asked the Sscretary Generasi te 
Gensve 23 from 20th July, i eegeSacae 
have not been informed of this. 
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The questicns of visits to Camps in ureps ena Cyp 
and ‘to neighpouring Arab States bave not yet been formally - 
discussed by the Cs camittee, and 7 gained the impressicn that. 
the Chairman would prefer mes te ba eton ie 
and is deliberat ely evading baese issus 

raiss them cut. So far as i fins AWE APE y 
ty nee isee Amman’s 6G) egren GO th 

He, 198 of echith Junc; has not yet been p 
Bras. Ends. 
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a VAN VLOTEN 

~ NIEUWSTEEG 5 

LEIDEN. - YEM.EF. 25679 N - 
NEVEREANE | Leyden, June 30th, 1947. 


To the FOREIGN OFFICE, 
Information Section, | . | 
. Cc: i, 
a * 8 A? 


LONDON, 
Dear Sirs, 4 JUL. | 


At the British Embassy Information 
Service in the Hague I read a very interesting 
stencilled report on the relations between 
Great-Britain and Palestine, quotation: 
IM Na R 1347 = Date: 27-35-47. 


I should be very thankful if it was 
possible to obtain a copy of this report, as 
I am preparing a lecture bn this subject. 


I hope it is not immodest to ask this. 
-I thank you in anticipation for your willingness, 
and remain 


Yours faithfully, 


i) 
< 
= 
@ 
= 
= 
°o 
wh 
~4 
= 
m™ 
J 
Se 
@ 
tr 
© 
J 
m 
re 
° 
J 
= | 
°o 
be | 
= 
=| 
- 
re 
eo 
= 
& 


zZ 
7 
< 
can 
i. 
= 
r4 
E 
2 
> 
Lis 
6 
O 
je 
O 
= 
_< 
- 
fe) 
zZ 


Registry 


No. “Es tesfet /30 


epthieh 4) ME Grit ent 
Facet wnat. Im frre. oh care Sin vreie 


wt’ ch MH egpne (Longe Voorhout, 
24) a 


a 


Yours sincerely 
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FORBIGN OFFICE, SeVele 


(B 8642/46/51). Soth August, 1947. 


Deus | NN. Venn Ulotfenr, 


IL apologige.for the delay in opawe ring 
your letter ae the Soth June, asking for 


a copy of a ner on Palestine which I now enclos@. 


Future requests of this NAtUPe » mould you 
wish io make ther eonld be dealt with nore 
ft ober ag are ¢ British «ress and infor mation 
‘epyiceg at The lie -ne (Lange Voorhout, 2934 


Yours sincerely 


(Sea-) ft. peal, 


Jonkheer H, Van Victen, 
gaia Aes 1 De: 


Piet, 
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32, Victoria Street, 


pbewee LH ts LONDON.» Se We le. 
‘ada & je ag 7 
eth i 


ee t July, 194%. 
et al 


mt. Hon.Hrnest sevin, FC.,MP., 
Foreign Orfice,. 

Whitehall, 

Soe Le 


Dear Bevin, 


On re-readines my letter to you of the 
2eSth May last week it suddenly occurred to me that 
it had quoted Déck Crossi@n without telling him I 
was so doing. Accordingly I wrote to tell him of 
the contents of my letter to you and in reply cated 
the <6th June he explains that his whole efYort | 
was to impress Jemal with the fact that if the Arabs 
forced britain to chose between American ,nd Arab 
friendship, in his view, whether it was moral or 
immoral, Britain would chose America. He refers 
to a chapter headed 'Jerusalem' in his book 
'Palestine Mission! which has a full account of his 
conversation with tusseini. he asks that I should 


to. 


draw your attention to this passage. 


i am, 
fours sincerely, 


iit, STOKHS. 
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PALESTINE — 


? : 


MR CROSSMAN * JEMAL HUSSEINI 


: 
SECRETARY OF STATE. You will remember that Mr. Stokes 


wrote to you recently reporting Jemal Husseini's version 

of a conversation which he had had with Mr. Crossman on the 
motives of British policy in Palestine. Mr. Stokes 
subsequently wrote a second letter to say that he had 
informed Mr. Crossman of his earlier report to you, and that 
Mr. Crossman had asked him to draw your attention to his own 
(very similar) account of the same conversation with Jemal 
Husseini. This is contained in Mr. Crossman's book 


‘Palestine Mission", page 146, as follows: 


"Over a really monumental dinner we got down to business. 
I think that we both said exactly what we thought was true 
about the attitude and the problems of our two peoples. 
Finally, over coffee, Jemal summed up his conclusions 
roughly like this: "I appreciate that your country has 
been greatly weakened by the war and that you will need 
American support to keep your Empire together. I fully 
understand your economic difficulties and your need 

for the loan. In the immediate future you will have to 
adopt a policy which ensures American support, and I 
expect you and your Government for this reason to back 
the Zionists. In that case I shall return to my.old 
occupation: I am not unhappy as a guerilla fighter. But 
I shall always hope that when your immediate need of 
American assistance is over, you will return to your 

old friendship with the Arabs. Meanwhile, you will not 
expect us to refuse help from any quarter." 


I said that I didn't accept his analysis in full, 


but/ 
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but I did want him to see one thing. If Arab policy was so inept 
ag to compel us to choose between American and Arab friendship, I 
myself as a realist would have to choose American. But why 
should the Arabs force us to make this choice? Why shouldn't 
they compromise and accept the 100,000? Jemal didn't reply, and 


I haven't the least idea whether my remarks had any effect." 
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we | at New York. 
oJ _ HIS Majesty’s Permanent oe to the U.N. 


presents his compliments to WM.PS. FA. 
and has the honour to transmit to him - nder-mentioned 


_ documents. . \ 0% 


Reference to previous correspondence : 


4.0. AL ub” 


Description of Engosure. 


Name and Date. 


a eee emery 


Correspondence between Resolution by Special 
U.K. Delegation and Committee in Palesbine on 
Secretary-General U.N. death sentences. 


ae 


: iE 9865 | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| A 
Copies sent to ee Oe Jjenieaaen. J i 
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COPY FOR U.N.DEPARTMENT, FOREIGN OFFICE. 


30th June, 1947. 


Sir, 


In reply te your letter No.801-14-10/ANC of June 23rd 
enclosing a telegram from the Secretariat of the Speeial Commitiee on 
Palestine concerning certain death sentences passed by the Militery Court 
in Jerusalem, I have been Instrueted by my Government to communicate to 
you the follewingt 


aduasafay 


His Hajesty's Goverrsent in the United Kingdom have received and taken 
note of the resolution passed by the United Nations Svecial Committee on 
Palestine on the 2and June in regard to the three death sentences prenounced 
by the idlitary Court in Jerusslem on 16th June, 


As the Gonmittee have already been informed by the faleatine 
authorities, the death sentences in question have not yet bean confirmed 
by the General Officer Commanding under Regulations 47 and 4 of the 
Palestine Defence (Emergency) Regulations 1943 and are therefore still 
Sub judice. If the sentences are confiraed by the General Officer 
Commanding, it will then be open to the High Commissioner for Palestine to 
exercise, if he thinks fit, the Royal Prerogative of Pardon delegated to 
him by die Unjesty. It is the invariable practice of Hia Majesty's 
Government not to interfere with the High Commissioner'd discretion whether 
or not to exercise this prerogative. 
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£8 regardg the reavlution on the Palestine question adeoted by the 
General Assembly of the United ‘ations on 145th May, to which the Coanittee 
refers, His Wajesty's Government interpret thie resolution as applying to 
action calerlated to disturb the peace in Faleatine; they cannot admit ita 
relevance to the normal processes of the administration of justice there. 


Ris tajeety's Government have informed the High Commissioner for 
Paleatine of the contents of the Secretary-General's communication of 23rd 
dune to His Hajesty's Government and of the terms of their reply. 


I have the honour to be, 
Gir, 
Your Exeelliency's obedient Servant, 


» 


UNI'VED NATIONS, LAKE SUCUESS. 


30 June 1947. 


Sir, 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter dated 30 June 1947 in reterence to the 
telegram from the Secretariat of the Svecial Committee 
on Palestine concerning certain death sentences passed 
by the Military Court in Jerusalem. 

I wish to inform you that a copy of your reply 
has been rorwarded to the Secretariat of the Special Com- 
mittee for the information ot the Chairman. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


TRYCVE LIE 
Secretary-General. 


The Right Hon.Sir Alexander Cadogan, 
Representative of the United Kingdom to 
the United Nations. 
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‘Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, 


We. Ts. | 
zi ay) 


July 4, 1947. 
75872/1 54/47. bs a 


Ay ea eG, 

Under reference H.5047/46/31 of the 
25th June we received from the Foreign 
Office a copy of S#r Alexander Cadogan's 

despatch no, 160 confidential of the 
7th June, enclosing a-cépy of’ Your report 
on the Special assembly. We Should be 
grateful if you would supply a further 
copy of the despatch and its enclosure 
to be sent to the High Commissioner for 
his information, unless, of course, while 
in New York you provide a la 2 with 
a copy of the report. 


os 
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H. BEELEY, ESQ., C.B 
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PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


Following document(s) retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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Cypher OTP 


Noo Sfhf D. 6026 pom. 2nd July 197. 


2nd July 1917. Re 12655 sete 3rd July 19k7. 
Repeated to Jerusalem | 


I have received a letter text of which follows by 
bag, from representative Emamuel Celler asking me to 
_ intervene over question of three terrorists under 
sentence of death for their attack on Acre Prison. 


2 In my rerly 2 have told Mr. Celler that this 
is not a matter in which I can intervene but that I 
have complied with his request/to forward text of his 
letter to His Majesty's Government. 
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Parliamentary Question 


86.. ‘Mr. Thomas Reid;—To ask the Secretary | “of. Staite for the Colonies; what ¥ésolution he 
received from the U.N.O. Commission: now sitting in Palestine; regardixg the trial if 


ie thé Palestinian courts of certain. t ists on a capital charge while the subject of the 
, | resolution was sub judice; and what action was e taken by the: Palestinian Government 


-—s in this matter. [Wednesday 2nd Julyd 
Qiwkn. 2 


[ove 


i wn me te 


ae ry 


a 
< 
= 
o 
= 
= 
(=) 
bes | 
~ 
= 
m 
BJ 
(—4 
@ 
| on 
oO 
x 
m 
© 
°o 
we 
=] 
=) 
nr 
= 
© 
” 
tt 
o 
= 
b 


PALESTINE 


Terrorists (U.N.O. Commission’s 
Resolution) 


80. Mr. T. Reid asked the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies what resolution 
he received from the U.N.O. Commission 
now sitting in Palestine, regarding the 
trial in the Palestinian courts of certain 
terrorists on a capital charge while the 
subject of the resolution was sub judice, 
and what action was taken by the Pales- 
tinian Government in this matter. 


Mr. Creech Jones: The resolution to ° 


which my hon. Friend refers was passed 
by the United Nations Special Committee 
' on Palestine on 22nd June in Jerusalem 
in the following terms: 


‘‘In view of the fact that the majority of 
the members of the Committee have expressed 
concern as to the possible unfavourable reper- 
cussions that execution of three death sen- 
tences pronounced by the Military Court of 
Jerusalem on 16th June, the day on which 
the Committee held its first meeting in Jerusa- 
lem, might have upon the fulfilment of the 
task which the General Assembly has en- 
trusted the Committee; and considering the 
opinion of such members as to the scope of the 
resolution on the Palestine question adopted 
on 15th May, 1947, by the General Assembly: 
the Committee resolves that the Chairman 


communicate to the Secretary-General of the 


‘United Nations a copy of this resolution and 
‘of the letter received from the relatives of 
the condemned persons for transmission to 
the Mandatory Power.’’ 

_ The Committee’s resolution was com- 
Municated to His Majesty’s Government 
by .the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations. The reply of His Majesty's 
Government, which was communicated to 
the Secretary-General by Sir Alexander 
Cadogan on 30th June, is as follows: 


‘‘ His Majesty’s Government have received . 


and taken note of the resolution passed by 
the United Nations Special Committtee on 
Palestine on 22nd June in regard to the three 
death sentences pronounced by the Military 


Court in Jerusalem on 16th June. 

(2) As the Committee have already been 
informed by the Palestine Authorities, the 
death sentences in question have not yet been 
confirmed by the General Officer Commanding 
under Regulations 47 and 48 of Palestine De- 
fence (Emergency) Regulations, 1945, and are, 
therefore, still sub judice. If the sentences 
are confirmed by the General Officer Com- 
manding, it will then be open to the High 
Commissioner for Palestine to exercise, if he 
thinks fit, the Royal Prerogative of Pardon 
delegated to him by His Majesty. It is the 
invariable practice of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment not to interfere with the High Com- 
missioner’s discretion whether or not to exer. 
cise this prerogative. 

(3) As regards the resolution on the Pales- 
, tine question adopted by the General Assembly 
of the United Nations on 15th May, to which 
the Committee refers, His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment interpret this resolution as applying to 
action calculated to disturb the peace in Pales- 
tine; they cannot admit its relevance to the 
normal processes of the administration of 
justice there. 


(4) His Majesty’s Government have in. 


formed the High Commissioner for Palestine 
of the contents of the Secretary-General’s com- 
munication of the 23rd June to His Majesty’s 
Government and of the terms of their reply.’’ 
As the resolution was not addressed to 
the Government of Palestine the action of 
that Government was confined to a letter 
from the Chief Secretary to the Princi- 
pal Secretary of the Committee which 
pointed out that the death sentences in 
question have not yet been confirmed and 
that the matter was therefore still s 


judice. This action was taken it appear RECEIVED IN C.B. 


from the terms of the Committee’s resol- 
tion that they were not aware of the legpl 
position. The Chief Secretary’s letter al§o 
referred to the mention, in the resolutio 


of 16th June as the day on which t e..NT TO DEPI. 


Committee held its first meeting 
Jerusalem and concluded as follows: 


“It is, presumably, not suggest 
that the Court pronounced sentence on t 
day otherwise than in the ordinary course 
judicial process. There would, of course, be 
no truth in any such suggestion.” 
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